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In that year Lutherans will 
mark the 500th anniver-
sary of the start of the 
Reformation, when Luther 
nailed his 95 Theses to 

the door of Wittenberg's 
Castle Church. 

     "The Luther Decade is very im-
portant for Lutherans throughout 
the world because what began in 
Germany is clearly now a global 
movement," said Hanson whose 
LWF role includes leading 68.3 mil-
lion Lutherans worldwide. 
     The rapid increase of the num-
bers of Lutherans in Africa is testi-
mony that the Lutheran Church 
continues to be an evangelical 
movement, he said.  "Yet we must 
confront the challenges that pros-
perity gospel preaching are for us 
who proclaim a radical cruciform 
gospel of God's grace in Christ 
through faith," Hanson said. 
     Through the Reformation, Lu-
therans have contributed many gifts 
to the entire Christian church, Han-
son said.  He noted that in an age 
of religious extremists and the 
growth of fundamentalism, descen-
dants of the Lutheran Reformation 
live with convictions that may seem 
to be contradictory to others -- such 
as the belief that the creation is 
both good and at the same time 
fallen, that people are saints and 
sinners, and that the Word of God 
is both law and gospel. 
     "Those are deeply held teach-
ings for us, but they are difficult to 
communicate in a world that doesn't 
seem to want to live with ambiguity 
and paradox," Hanson said.      
Lutherans offer other gifts to the 
world, such as ecumenical coopera-
tion, diaconal ministry in service to 
others, and work for justice and 
peace 
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G o o d n e w s l e t t e r             

S T .  J O H N ’ S  E V A N G E L I C A L   
L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

 
'Luther Decade'  

Significant for All  
Lutherans, Says  

Lutheran World Leader  
 

     This article appeared on 
the ELCA website 
(www.elca.org).  I believe the Luther 
Decade is important because, although 
the Lutheran Church is growing in Af-
rica, U.S. and European Lutheran 
churches are declining.  The Lutheran 
Church has the vital, biblically-based 
theology of the cross teaching heri-
tage, which is a strong counter to the 
distorted messages of today’s prosper-
ity theology and rapture theology.   
     We at St. John’s Lutheran Church 
will attempt to participate in as many 
Lutheran Decade events as possible, 
while dedicating ourselves to re-
familiarizing ourselves with basic theol-
ogy of the cross teachings and out-
reach to our community.  
 
     LUTHERSTADT WITTENBERG, 
Germany (ELCA) -- The Sept. 20-21 
kickoff of the "Luther Decade" here 
was significant for all Lutherans be-
cause it offered opportunities for evan-
gelism and "deep theological conver-
sation" among Lutherans and ecu-
menical partners, said the Rev. Mark 
S. Hanson.  Hanson, presiding bishop 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America and president of the Lutheran 
World Federation (LWF), made the 
comments Sept. 21 during a news con-
ference here. 
     Hanson participated in a series of 
events marking the arrival here 500 
years ago of Martin Luther, a German 
monk, whose writings were instrumen-
tal in the Lutheran Reformation.  The 
Luther Decade is expected to be a 
series of events and  
observances leading to 2017.   
 

Sunday Worship: 
 Traditional                          9:00 am                                                      
    (1st & 3rd Sunday) 
 Contemporary                     9:00 am                                                       
    (2nd & 4th Sunday) 
 Children’s Sunday school   9:15 am                                                           
 Adult   Forum                    10:30 am           
 

 

  
Tuesday: 
 Women’s Bible Study               9:30 am                                                 
 2nd Tuesday:                          
 Council meeting                        7:00 pm                                         
 4th Tuesday :                          
 Women’s Business meeting      8:45 am                                     
 Women’s Eve. Bible Study      7:00 pm                              
 
Wednesday : 
Confirmation class                     6:00 pm 
 Bible study                                6:45 pm                                                   

 

Thursday:              
 Choir                                         7:30 pm                                 

 

Council Members: 
 
 Stephen Dietrich                               chair 
 Brian Cowan                             vice-chair   
 Vicky Gay                                  secretary         
 Mona Anderson                          treasurer 
 Rod Cravens   
 Bill Martin 
 Paul Sofranko 
 Laura Stephens                            
  
 

 

Financial  Secretary:           Judy Dietrich  
                                    
 

 

  
                     

 S t .  J o h n ’ s   
M i s s i o n   

S t a t e m e n t :  
  

S t .  John’ s  i s  a   
cong rega t ion  o f   

be l i eve r s  in  J e sus  
Chr i s t ,  ca l l ed  by  the  

Ho ly  Sp i r i t  i n to  a   
communi ty  o f   
f a i th  and  love   

to  be  God’s   
i n s t rumen t s  o f   
l ove  and  g race .  

 from Pastor  
 

http://www.elca.org/�


 

2 

St.  John’s  Home  Page 

    
 

 
 
     "We also must be attentive in 
this decade to how we live as 
Christians with people of other 
faiths," Hanson said.  "This is a 
time for us to engage in dialogue 
so that extremists of any religion 
don't dominate the world or don't 
become the only face of people 
who are religious to the world."  He 
said Lutherans are working in 
places such as the Middle East to 
achieve peaceful resolution of his-
toric conflicts. 
     Human beings need to be re-
formed in how they treat creation, 
Hanson said, noting that the first of 
Luther's 95 Theses is about repen-
tance. 
     Hanson also preached at a 
nationally broadcast Castle 
Church service here Sept. 21, at-
tended by German government 
officials and church leaders. 
 
 

Pastor George 
 

 
Cell #  619-249-5224 

      Happy 
           Birthday 
 
 
 
  5   Beth Stephens 
  5 Wendy Stephens 
  9 Barbara Helm 
 18 Emily Gay 
 

 
 
Wondering what is 
going on with the 
Pictorial Directory? 
 
It’s in the ‘works.’ 
 
The address information is  
being set up and soon the  
pictures will be added. Hope to 
have the directory ready for  
distribution by the end of  
November, if not sooner.  

 

October 
 
 14 Council meeting 
 23 Women’s business  
  meeting 
 25 SHARE pick up 
 26 Silent Auction & Chili  
 cook-off 
 28 Women’s evening Bible  
 study 
 31 Halloween 

Take  a  l ook  
a t  ou r  new 
wood  
p l an te r  box .  
Thanks  to  t he  G i r l  
Scou t s   
Emera ld  E l  Ca jon   
Se rv ice  Un i t ;  
t hey  mee t  he r e  
mon th ly  on  the  3 rd  
Wednesday.   
R igh t  now i t ’s  i n  
t he  ma i lbox  en t ry.   

November 
 
   3 Election Day 
  7-9 Pacifica Synod WELCA 
  Assembly 
 11 Veteran’s Day 
 11 Council meeting 
 22 SHARE pick up 
 25 Women’s business  
 meeting & evening Bible 
  study 
 27 Thanksgiving 
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From the Council Chairman’s Desk 
 
Greetings, 
 For some reason, the message I sent for the September newsletter got lost in the email ozone.  
So I am including Breena’s update on the choir happenings this month. Please see what she has been 
working on for us here at St. John’s.  It is such a blessing to have such a wonderful choir. 
 The work on the Cross garden has begun!  The path was dug out and the Decomposed Granite 
was placed, along with the planter areas.  We will begin working on the getting the plants and trees. We 
look forward to having the garden completed soon.  It will be a great to finally have this project finished 
so we can enjoy the garden. 
   This year, we will be losing several members of the Council due to their completing two terms 
on the Council, as well as those who are not seeking re-election.  We will be looking for members to 
come forward to serve on this important Church board.  We would love to have your participation in 
providing this service for St. John’s.  Please prayerfully consider volunteering to serve on the Council 
and let one of the existing Council members know of your interest.  We will be having our annual 
meeting and election of Council members on December 7. 
 Until next month, God bless and take care,  

 
  Steve 

 
 
Dear members of St. John’s Lutheran, 
 
            As the summer is coming to an end, the choir looks forward to a new season.  In the two years 
that I have worked as the Director of Music at St. John’s, I have seen great growth in the choir.  All their 
hard work is really paying off!  I have primarily concentrated on the choir’s unification.  By focusing on 
implementing straight tones, and making sure each member sharpens their consonants and creates 
identical vowel shapes, the choir members have achieved purer tones, vowels, and consonants, and 
they are blending and sound as one voice.   

 
They continue to employ the breathing techniques, breath support, and breath control methods 

that I have taught them.  Instructing the choir in music theory, musical notation, musical terms, and vocal 
and breathing techniques taught by internationally acclaimed conductors is helping them to develop their 
gifts.   

I have extended the choir’s musical repertoire, literature, and library by introducing choruses 
from Handel's Messiah, 15th century carols and anthems, old Basque carols, and Gregorian chants.  
Incorporating traditional French and Dutch carols and other pieces for holidays makes the occasions 
even more special.  Every Sunday I get so blessed to see the congregation singing the hymns (with 
beautiful sacred text set to music by gifted composers) that I chose that correlate to the Bible readings 
and sermon topics.   
            It has been such a blessing to work with the Pastor s daughter, Hanley.  Seeing her voice 
develop is an exciting experience for all of us.  God has truly gifted her, and we are so blessed to have 
her share this gift with us.   
 
            We look forward to new things while staying focused in bringing the music ministry of our Lord to 
the congregation.  St. John’s is blessed to have such a dedicated choir and gifted accompanists, Jeane 
and Drew.  A special thank you to Jeane, who is present at every rehearsal with a smile on her face, and 
is so devoted and faithful to St. John’s. 
 
God bless and keep you all, 
Breena Loraine 
 
Psalm 118:14                   “The Lord is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation. “ 
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Many thanks to all who have 
volunteered there time to teach our 
young people.  
 
Children’s Sunday School Teacher 
schedule- 
 
10/5/08  Vicky Gay 
10/12/08 Pat Cowan 
10/19/08  Vicky Gay 
10/26/08 Cindy Cooley 
11/2/08  Connie Reck 
11/9/08  Judy Dietrich 
11/16/08 Judy Dietrich  
11/23/08 Pat Cowan 
11/30/08 Marilyn Litsheim 
12/7/08 Cindy Cooley 
12/14/08  Mona Anderson 
12/21/08 Connie Reck 
12/28/08 Laura Stephens 
1/5/09 Mona Anderson 
 
 
We will be using  
sundaysandseasons Kids Celebrate 
for class. The lessons are placed in 
the Sunday school room a month at 
a time; October is done. Let Laura 
know, if you would like to get your 
November, December, January 
lesson sooner. 
 
If you need to change your day, 
please do so; we want everyone 
happy. The list is also posted in the 
classroom. 

Please look for the lessons  on the 
side table, by the door. 

 
 
 
 

What’s 

happening 

    October 26 ? 
 

The Silent Auction and Chili Cook-off. Get 
ready for some good food, a lot of 
excitement and a fun way to shop. 

 

Chili cooks, please have your chili to the 
kitchen by 10:30 am, for judging. 

There’ll be salad, cornbread, rolls, and 
desserts available, and of course 
something to cool off that chili blazed 
mouth and naturally the Lutheran drink of 
choice, coffee. 

At 11 am we start eating and bidding. The 
auctions ends at 12:15 pm.  So watch out 
for those last minute bids. 

 Look for the help out sign-up sheet at 
service time. C U there. 

If you are still doing or have finished your 
Fall cleaning, the women would appreciate 
useable items for the Silent Auction. If you 
find something, please drop it off at the 
office, thanks.  

O
ut

 B
id
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A  S p e c i a l  E v e n t  I n s p i r a t i o n a l   

Satu rday ,  Oc tobe r  4  

 

C la i remon t  Lu the ran  

4271  C la i remon t  Mesa  B l vd .  SD 

Lu the ran  Wor ld  Re l i e f  Ambassador ,  
Amanda  Berg   

10  am-Prog ram 

12  pm-E thn i c  soup  l uncheon  &  
desse r t  

 

The re  w i l l  be  a  d i sp lay  o f   

Fa i r  T rade  i t ems .   

 Fa i r  T rade  co f fee  and  da rk  &  l i gh t  
choco la te  ba rs  w i l l  be  so ld .  

 
Council Committee chairs: 

 
Youth Christian Ed. — Vicky Gay 
Evangelism — Paul Sofranko 
Negotiating — Stephen Dietrich 
Property — Rod Cravens, Bill Martin 
Social Ministry — Laura Stephens 
Stewardship — Brian Cowan 
Worship & Music — Brian Cowan until 
12/7 
 
To contact a council member please leave 
them a note in their mailbox. 
 
Have you consider being on Council 
or know someone that would?  
 
Think about it. We’ll have at least 3  
vacancies. 
 

 
Our Social Ministry Outreach 

 is collecting 
 
 

• Box Tops 4 Education 
• Used eye glasses 
• Hygiene products  
• Used ink cartridges and cell phones 
• Items for Salvation Army Back Country: 

adult underwear protection, blankets, 
clothing 

 
You can drop any of these items off at the 
church office. 

 

St .  John ’s  i s  hos t i ng  the  

S O N S H I N E / W E S T  C L U S T E R   
 F A L L  E V E N T  

Satu rday ,  Oc tobe r  11  

9 :30  am  

Reg is t ra t i on   $5    Con t i nen ta l  b reak fas t  

P rog ram:    Ca rmen  Warne r -Robb ins   

“Women  Be l i ev ing  i n  Women… The  
Journey  th rough  Re-en t r y  

 
 

Love Gifts for  
Welcome Home Ministries: 

Spiritual Books, Stamps & Writing materials, Coffee 
Cups,  Underwear, Bras,  Hygiene Products,   

Hair & Make –Up products,  Perfume & Nail polish  
 
 

Ca l l  Joyce  Bou t te  619 -463-6734  by  
10 /7  to  make  a  rese rva t i on .  
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October 2008
Monthly Planner

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

6:00 PM Confir-
mation class

6:45 PM Bible
study

7:30 PM Choir

9:00 AM Service
9:15 AM Chil-

dren's Sunday
class

9:30 AM
Women's Bible
study

6:00 PM Confir-
mation class

6:45 PM Bible
study

7:30 PM Choir

9:00 AM Service
9:15 AM Chil-

dren's Sunday
class

9:30 AM
Women's Bible
study

6:00 PM Confir-
mation class

6:45 PM Bible
study

7:30 PM Choir

9:00 AM Service
9:15 AM Chil-

dren's Sunday
class

9:30 AM
Women's Bible
study

6:00 PM Confir-
mation class

6:45 PM Bible
study

7:30 PM Choir 6:00 AM SHARE
pick up

9:00 AM Service
9:15 AM Chil-

dren's Sunday
class

9:30 AM
Women's Bible
study

6:30 PM
Women's Busi-
ness mtg.

6:00 PM Confir-
mation class

6:45 PM Bible
study

7:30 PM Choir

Halloween

Pastor in office

Pastor in office

Pastor in office

Pastor in office

Pastor in office

September
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

November
S M T W T F S

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30

Printed by Calendar Creator Plus on 08/28/2008
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October Worship Assistant’s Schedule 

CANTOR              10/5 & 19 Brian Cowan  

   

READERS  SNACKS 

10/5 Susan Shaddox Kristine Hurtado– Bergstrom 

10/12 Susan Shaddox Glenda Holsbo 

10/19  Pat Cowan Doris Hartman 

10/26  Pat Cowan  

   

ASSISTANTS  CHILDREN’S SUNDAY TEACHER 

10/5 Susan Shaddox Vicky Gay 

10/12 Susan Shaddox Pat Cowan 

10/19  Pat Cowan Vicky Gay 

10/26  Pat Cowan Cindy Cooley 

   

USHERS    

10/5 Matthew Dippolito Please  light  

10/12 Matthew Dippolito and extinguish  the  candles. 

10/19 Sherie Mucia  

10/26 Sherie Mucia  

   

ALTAR GUILD Judy Dietrich  

 Thank you for all your help   

CHOIR NEWS 
 
 
All members are  
welcome to join the  
choir. Choir practice is on  
Thursdays starting at 7:30 pm.  Please 
contact the church office and leave  
your name and phone number, so our  
director, Breena, can get back to you.  
 
 

“Sing unto the Lord” 
 

St. John’s  
Women’s News 

 

CHANGE OF DATE ~~Our next business 
meeting  is on  Thursday, October 23  at  
9 am . Join us in the Conference Room to 
organize the auction items. The evening Bible 
study will be on October 28 at 7 pm, still. 

Come and join us to learn the word of the 
Lord and to share the work of the Lord. 
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V o l u m e  6  I s s u e  1 0  

S T .  J O H N ’ S  E V A N G E L I C A L   
L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  
1430 Melody Lane El Cajon, CA 92019 

Address service requested 

Phone: (619) 444-1272 
Alternate phone (kitchen):  (619) 328-1994 
Fax: (619) 444-1353 
Email: secretary@sj.sdcoxmail.com 
Website:  http:/www.stjohnslutheranelcajon.org 
georgeekeren@live.com 

Staff: 
 
George Ekeren-Moening       Pastor 
Laura Stephens                      Secretary 
Breena Loraine       Choir  Director  
Jeane Lawrie                         Accompanist 
Drew Peterson                       Accompanist 
 
Office hours:  Tuesday—Thursday   
                        8 am—4 pm 
Pastor George is in the office on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays 

 Weekly Group Building Usage 
 
Sunday      6:00 pm   A.A.—Sober Sunday  
Monday-Friday  7:30 am   A.A.- Coffee Clutchers 
Monday-Friday  12 pm      A.A.—EC Daytime 
                                                            Group 
Monday               6:30 pm   A.A.—Monday Steps  
2nd        7 pm        4H Beef 
Tuesday      7 pm        Women’s Al-Anon 
                                                 
Wednesday    
2nd       6:30 pm  Girl Scout Leaders Circle 
3rd       4 pm         License 2 Freedom 
4th                          7 pm         4H Golden Clover 

Thursday 6 pm    DBSA (Depression   
                     Bipolar Support Alliance) 
  8 pm    NA Speakers 
Friday  7:30 pm  Al-Anon Open 
Saturday  
3rd or 4th 6 am      SHARE pick up 
 
Sign up for SHARE during church office 
hours. 
 
 

Churches that meet here 
 
East Hills Christian Church (shares building w/ St. John’s) 
Jesus Mi Senor    (Thursday night & Sunday afternoon services) 
Centro Cristiano Amigos   (M-F  morning prayer meeting & Monday night band practice) 
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